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SALINITY, DENMARK RIVER 
Statement 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.05 pm]:  I know that other members wish to 
speak, so I will be very brief.  I just wanted to comment on the remarks made by Hon Frank Hough, particularly 
on the Denmark River process.  I thank him very much for so accurately outlining the process that has occurred 
with the Denmark River.  One point he did not make, and perhaps we have not been strong enough in making 
this fact known, is that what happened with the Denmark River, which was quite accurately described by Hon 
Frank Hough, has never happened in Australia before.  That is what makes it so surprising and unique.  Never 
before in Australia’s history has eutrophication or salinisation of a river been reversed over any period.  This 
gives enormous confidence to people that we can actually wind back some of the problems that have occurred.   

Hon Peter Foss:  We did do it in Albany in the south.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Not with a river system. 

Hon Peter Foss:  That was also remarkable.   

Hon KIM CHANCE:  It was indeed.  The time frame Hon Frank Hough used was pretty well right; I think 25 
years is about the time it has taken to do it.  No individual is claiming credit for this.  However, it is an indication 
that with time, effort and commitment we can actually wind back some of our most serious problems caused by 
waterway eutrophication and, indeed, land degradation.   

I also agreed with 99 per cent of what Hon Frank Hough said about drainage.  I have seen with my own eyes 
evidence of the value of drainage.  I think we have quite a lot to learn about it still, because I have seen bad 
drainage and I have seen very good drainage.  I have also seen a number of surprises.  Sometimes drains have 
yielded far more water than was expected, and on occasion have yielded far less water than was expected.  We 
need to understand that.  The important point about salinity, which is important with respect to this morning’s 
announcement, is that there is no silver bullet.  There are a dozen different problems and a dozen different 
solutions.  We will see an improvement in the cost-benefit ratio of land rehabilitation systems when we are able 
to accurately apply the right solution in the right place.  There is no silver bullet.  Drainage is an important tool, 
but it is not the only tool.  The same can be said for trees or any other control measure.   

HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.08 pm]:  I fear that the clock has just about run down, so rather than 
make my statement tonight I hope for your indulgence tomorrow.   

The PRESIDENT:  I am sure that members who did not get the call today, and who perhaps generally do get the 
call, will get the call tomorrow.   

House adjourned at 6.08 pm 
__________ 

 


